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[IT-D goes the Kanpur way

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: As the gov-
ernment moves ahead with
its plan for common engi-
neering entrance test exam,
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy-Delhi is toeing the line
of IIT-Kanpur. It has decided
to hold its own entrance test
after rejecting HRD) minister
Kapil Sibbal’s ‘One Test One
Nation’ proposal.

A member of IIT Delhi,
who wished not to be named,
said other ITTs might also fol-
low the Kanpur example.

“This is a common sen-
timent, and most IITs are
against the new pattern, the
memnber said. “This was vir-
tually forced on the senates
by the IIT council, he added.

In a clear revolt against
the Human Resource Devel-
opment ministry’s move, II'T
Kanpur decided to hold its
own entrance test from 2013,

Upset with the ministry’s
decision to merge IIT Joint
entrance exam (IIT-JEE)
with the All India Engineer-
ing Entrance Examination
(AIEEE), the 210-member
senate of 11T Kanpur passed
a resolution rejecting the new
format.

Even though there is no
official reaction from the
HRD ministry, a senior offi-
cial said the senate could
not overrule the IIT coun-
cil. IIT Delhi Alumni Asso-
ciation (IITDAA), which has
been spearheading the battle
against the new format, met
to decide on the future strat-
egy. ‘What IIT Kanpur did is
the right thing The senates
have been overruled in taking
the decision, IITDAA pffsi-
dent Somnath Bharti sai

He questioned the gov-
ernment decision, saying it
would adversely affect the
quality of the IITs.
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IIT faculty & alumni
await PMO response

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHE As the govern-
ment remains silent on the
controversy over the com-
mon entrance test for ad-
mission to undergraduate
engineering courses, the All-
India IIT Faculty Federa-
tion and the IIT-Delhi
Alumni Association hope for
an early response from
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh to their request for an
appointment, .
“We are in touch with the
Prime Minister's Office to
seek an audience with him in
order to apprise him of the
situation that has arisen out
of the Human Rescurce De-
velopment Ministry’s an-
nouncement on May 28 of
the new joint entrance ex-
amination,” Somnath Bhar-
ti, president of the Alumni
Association, told The Hindu.
The association had got
off a request to the PMO on
June 6 but is yet to get an
appointment. It has been
asked to wait, presumably,
until Human Resource De-
velopment Minister Kapil
Sibal returns home from the
U.S. on June 14, '
He has a family engage-
ment for a couple of days

thereafter, before he re-
sumes work.

Meanwhile, the faculty
members of various 1ITs are
busy holding informal con-
sultations among them-
selves on the future course
of action. The Senate of the
HT-Kanpur has already de-
cided to hold a separate test
in 2013 and set up a commit-
tee to work out the modal-
ities. However, it has offered
to coordinate with the other
IITs in the conduct of the
examination.

The Alumni Association
has announced that it would
challenge the Centre’s deci-
sion through a public inter-

“est litigation petition, to be

filed later this week,

Director criticised

The IIT-Kharagpur's fac-
ulty has also come out
against the Director for sup-
porting the common en-
trance test, pointing out that
the Senate had never agreed
to the new format,

There is also talk that the
Senates of the IIT-Dethi and
the IIT-Bombay could also
announce a separate admis-
sion process, but a final deci-
sion is expected only by
month-end.
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HRD Min to take final
call after States’ reply

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA B
NEW DELHI

The HRD Ministry is watch-
ing cautiously the rebellicn
by a group of IITs against the
single-test format. The Minisl.lrﬁ
in all likelihood will wait ti

June 30, the day when the
States have to give their consent
 for participation in the Centre’s
one-nation-one-test proposals.

Indicating that the HRD
will go ahead with the new
format of JEE.for 2013,
sources said the “prototype”
test can be conducted involv-
ing prestigious IITs, the NITs,
IITs and the Centrally-fund-
ed technical institutes.

On the Senates’ claims of
powers vested with the IITs
under various sections of II'T
Act 1961, sources said the
institutes on their own cannot
conduct any kind of exams.

A senior HRD Ministry
official said that conducting the
JEE jointly by all the OTs is
beyond the purview of the Senate
of a single IIT, IIT Act provided
under Section 33 (1) reads: “It
shall be the general duty of the
Council to co-ordinate the activ-
ities of all the institutes””

“This makes it amply clear
that in order to coordinate the
activities of JEE, the Council of
IITs has constituted Joint
Admission Board (JAB). the
official said.

Further, banking on the
provisions of a particular
Section which empowers the
authority to the Chairman of the
Board of Governors of Council,
the official said while the Senate
is empowered to make
Ordinances, the Board has the

power to modify or cancel the
Ordinances made by the Senate.
“A cumulative reading and
harmonious construction of the
various Sections of the Act
would reveal that the Board has
implicit power of superintende-
nce over the Senate, The Senate
is neither autonomous nor has
unfetfered rights even in the
matters of academic concerns of
the institute, It is the Council of
IITs, rather than the Senate, who
is empowered to set the admis-
sion standards and other acad-
emic matters related thereto,
This has been aptly accepted by
the Senate of IIT Kanpur by
framing the Ordinances and
like Erovisions subsist in other
IITs,” the official added.
Meanwhile, after the All
India IIT Faculty Association
(AIII'TFF) and the IIT Alumni
Association, the faculty at IIT-
Kanpur too has requested inter-
vention of the PM in the matter
concerning lakhs of students.

Sources said that following var-

ious pleas against HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal, the PM has sum-
moned Sibal in this regard.
Senate of the IIT-Kanpur has
rejected the Centre’s one-nation-
one-test proposal and decided to

conduct its own entrance exam
from next year. Delhi and
Bombay IITs are likely to follow
the suit within a few days.

“We are constantly in
touch with PMO in regard to
the appointment with tie PM.
We have been asked to wait,
IIT-Delhi Alumni dpresident
Somnath Bharti said.

For his part, a day after he
came under attack for support-
ing Centre’s proposal, IIT-
Kharagpur Director Damodar
Acharya on Monday justified his
stand saying that thgilew format
would help students from rural
areas to study in the prestigious
institutions. He also said the new
JEE system, would help reduce
the importance of coaching,

Acharya had come under
attack from AIIITF on Sunday
for saying that IIT-Kharagpur
does not have any objection to
the Centre’s move to conduct a
COMmmMon entrance exam.

In its statement, the AIIITFF
had said that it was “shocked to
learn that the Director, IIT-
Kharagapur has made public
statements which are in contra-
diction to the resolutions made
by the Senate of IIT-Kharagpur”

The AIITEF has also writ-
ten a letter to the PM criticising
the Ministry’s recent announce-
ments regarding undergraduate
admissions in the IITs.

The federation in a memo-
randum demanded the autono-
my of the IIT should be pre-
served not only as per the prov-
isions of the Acts but beyond.

“There is no intent to
impact on the IIT system
autonomy....The exam that is
being contemplated is to be set
by the IIT itself,” Sibal said.
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Centre weighs legal
strength of IITS’ stand

Senates Not Autonomous, Say HRD Officials.

Himanshi Dhawan(tny '

New Delhi: In a bid to thwart the growing opin-
ion against the common entrance test (CET)
within the Indian Institutes of Technology
(IITs), the government is examining the legal
strength of the position taken by the IIT Senates,
So far, the human resource development (HRD)
ministry has adopted a wait-and-watch policy«
even assenates of IIT Kanpur and Kharagpur re-
jected the government’s decision to partmpate
intheCET

Sources in the HRD ministry said that ac-
cording totheIIT Act, the Senates are neitherau-
tonomous nor do they have unfettered rights in
the matters of academic concerns of the insti-
tute, “Itis the ITT Council, rather than the senate,
who is empowered to set the admission stan-
dards and other related academlc matters,” a
source pointed out.

The decision taken by the IIT Kanpur will
have to get the'nod of its board of governors in
keeping with the IIT Act. According to section 13
of the Act, the Board of Governors(BoG) has the
righttoreview theactsmade by the senate, byan-
other clause modify and cancel ordinances.

While Section 15 of the IIT Act gives control
and genetal regulation responsibility for main-
tenance of “standards of instruction, education
and examination in the Institute” to the senate,
sources said that the function of the Senate did
not include ‘admission standards’, which is in
the exclusive domain of the II'T Council.

The ministry has been caught in a bind.
While endorsed by the IIT Council, the *one na-
tion, onetest” issue has been close to HRD minis-
ter Kapil Sibal’s heart. Sources said thatthe min-
istry would have to take a political decision on
postponing the exams to 2014 or will face the risk
of alienhating the powerful faculty lobby. “While

CHAOS CONTINUES

Fate of 325 IIT aspirants unsure

Over 300 HT aspirants short-listed under the 4.5%
quotafor socially and educationally backward
minorities will have to wait till Wednesday to
know their fate. IIT JEE organizing committee
said that the first list of seats allotted will be
made public onJune 14, and the committee will
wait for instructions from the government til}
June 13t evening. Sources said thatthe SC's
directive not to order a stay immediately had
dimmed hopes that the minority sub- quota will
be implemented this year

the BoG can overrule the senates, it will put the
faculty ona path of direct confrontation with the
administration and management which is best
avoided,” a source said. Meanwhile, IIT D Alum-
ni Association and All India IIT Faculty Federa-
tion — the two organizations opposing the gov-
ernment's move most vehemently— have sought
a meeting with the PM to apprise him of the sit-
uation that has arisen out of the ministry’s an-
nouncement of new JEE on May 28.
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results and 1o the Kharagpur's director Professor Damodar
performance of " Acharya said, “So far as 1T, Kharagpur, is

Will the new entrance
format dilute Brand 11T,

candidates in the main concerned, the issue was discussed and what
‘asks debameeta exam. Thereafier, 50,000 emerged was that the Joint Entrance Exam

shortlisted students will main and advance, the way they are to be
: bhattacha rya move on to the advanced - conducted, was not very different. Academic
- exam. : - control must be with 1175, that is what we

So, will the said.”

. . government's decision Having szud that, he has been shammed by
’ uplift the standard and - the All India IIT Faculty Federation, which says
\VITH the Indian Institute of Technology, quality of ITs or will it: it was “shacked to learn that the director, IIT,

- Kanpur, having rejected Union human
* sesource dcvclopment minister Kapil Sibal's
“ong nation, one test” proposal of 28 May and
Lits Zlumember senate deciding on 8 June to
_ conduct 1ts own entrance test for
-undergraduate programmes from next year,
- the war of wills and words seems all set to
divide the academic playing field. The IiT,
Kanpur, sénate slammed Sibal's proposed

affect individua! political ~ Karagpur, has made public statements which
careers and even students  are in contradiction to the resolutions made -

¢ whose reaction to this by the scnate of IIT, Kharagpur”. It said the
decision is gradually- senate’s resolutions did not recommend
changing from confusion  inclusion of Class XTI Board marks and the

to disgust? The sitvavon  conduct of JEE by a third party, The senate, it
has taken a turn for the added, “categorically said that till 2014 no
worse in the last two change should be made and the status quo bc '
weeks, with the focus mauniained”.

. Common Entrance Test saying the “decision actually shifting from the The issue of the new entrance format has
- was academicaily and methodically unsound restore the autonomy of the [IT5. The IiT, = 5
*and in violation of the IIT Act” and authorised  Delhi, senate is due-to meet on 21 June and is
 its chairman to constitute a committee with likely to endorse the IIT, Kanpur, decision.
the help of the dean of academic affairs for This would make it the second senate body to
conducting “JEE 2013 by IIT, Kanpur®, take the bold step. Professor Sanjeev Sanghi,

Its students have also strongly condemned president of the IIT, Delhi, Faculty Forum said,
the proposed test. Supporting the resolution,  “There is a strong possibility of the HT, Delhi,

the All India IIT Faculty Federation has said senate going with the decision of the Kanpur
[T, Kanpur, will coordinate with other IITs senate.”
who chose to join their admission process. " The proposal to hold a common test under
The federation has written to the Prime the new format was cleared at a meeting of
Minister’s Office, asking for Manmohan the Councils of Indian Institutes of
Singh’s intervention. Sibal presented a Technolegy, National Institutes of Technology
complete different picture, claiming that a and Indian Institutes of Information
majority of I1T senates — Guwahati, Techrotogy that Sibal chaired on 28 May. : i 3 : : :
Kharagpur, Madras and Roorkee —had Though therc has been no official word from 55 = "0 e T Dethi, Infosys co-founder Mohandas Paf says
supported the final formulation along with the ministry on Kanpur’s decision, a senior p .

N ] L i d alumni which has threatened the government should not interfere with
Bombay. Institutes supporting the decision official said its senate could not overrule the to sue Sibal academic content
claim the new format wilt not affect Brand IIT.  [IT counail, o ‘ : .

But the confusion is set to deepen ahead of The Common Entrance Test would have two  main issue of whether the new entrance many divided. Infosys co-founder and now

1T senate meetings tentatively scheduled for . steps —a “main” and an “advanced” stage. The  format will difute the brand to a power chairman of Manipal Education Services Pyt
the third week of june for Delht and July for results of the Class X11 Board exams would struggle between the Sibal ministry and T Ltd, Mohandas Pai, says, “The HTs should have
Bombay. lIT, Roorkee, director Pradipta also play a role in deciding whether a student  senates. ' greater autonomy and the government should
Banerji said he and others were concerned got into an enginecring college. Engingering Amidst this confusion, students’ feel that not interfere with the academic content of the
about the impact of the ongoing confusion on  colleges would use a 40:30.30 formula — with  instead of giving IITs more facilities to facilitate-  institution.” But he believes the IUTs need to
aspiring candidates. “This uncertainty is Class XT1 results counting for 40 per centand  international compention, the governmentis© be expanded in order to enable the enrolment
extremely unfair to the students who will be the two stages of the entrance exam counting ~ playing speilsport A senior faculty member of more students. e also says more time
sitting for the ¢xam in 2013,” he said. for 30 per cent apiece. Some 11T officials said it might be too late for students aiming needs to be spent on evolving a consensus on
The IIT Delhi alumni, which had threatened to  objected to this one-size-fits-all formula and for engincering next year to reorient the issue of the new format. “The minister said
sue Sthal, is set 1o file a Public Intercst won the right to form their own criteria. themselves; and if this new format was a there is a consensus but there isn't one. So he
Litigation this weck, Somanth Bharti, head of  Starting next year, most II'Ts will give equal disaster it would cause students undue stress. should mect everyone concerned i in the néxt
the alumni body, says, “The PIL seeks 10 weightage (50 per cent each) to Class XII A day after [IT, Kanpur’s decision, 117, one month and then arrive at one,” he says.
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perplexing (“NCERT textbook
gives due recognition to Dravidian
movement: Yogendra Yadav,” June
10). While it is true that the
" different elements related to a
topic should not be viewed in
isolation, it is also important that
“each element (the cartoon in this
case) must invariably serve the
purpose of enlightening and
educating a student. Is presenting
cartoons of this character an
essential and indispensable means
of promoting critical pedagogy?
Students do not, and cannot be
expected to have, the-maturity to
comprehend the cartoonist’s
intellectual understanding’ of an
event. He might have been “fair
and non-partisan,” but does that
mean the work that has flowed
* from him is eternally relevant,
much less important, for
educational purposes? Mr. Yadav
says, “indeed, these textbooks
carry comments which mock at the
textbook itself.” Surely, there must
be a better way of critical pedagogy
to engender critical and inquisitive
faculties in children.
. Vishali V.,
‘ Kurnool

I wish to join issue with letter
writer Mr. Ramakrishnasayee
(“Letters to the Editor,” June 1D
that the anti-Hindi agitation has
deprived Tamils the opportunity of
learning Hindi.

The agitation was not against
anyone learning Hindi of their own
will; it was against the Central
government’s move to make its
learning compulsory in schools.
‘Why should the majority be forced
to learn a language just because a
minority wanted to learn that
language to seek job opportunities
in north India that they were
gradually losing in Tamil Nadu?
Those who wanted to learn Hindi
always had other avenues like the
Hindi Prachar Sabha and other
private institutions. These centres
were not forced to shut down.
Contrary to Mr.
Ramakrishnasayee’s claim, the
anti-Hindi agitation was the most
glorious chapter in the recent
history of Tamils when they
showed some determination and a
backbone to fight for something
they believed in.

' 5. Kathiresan,

Chennai

Slum rehabilitation

For several decades, slums have
constituted an integral part of not
only Mumbai but other cities too

(editorial, June 11). The difference’

is that what happens in Mumbai
gets highlighted while those in
other cities are ignored.

It is ironic that the Maharashtra

* government can pool funds to build

prestigious  projects  without
sparing a thought for improving
the standards of slum-dwellers.
Qut of the box solutions must be
thought of. Can a margin of profits
to the BCCI be earmarked for slum

development?
Balasubramaniam Pavani,
Secunderabad

As the limitations of the State
machinery stand exposed, the time
is ripe to go in for joint ventures
with private builders, subject to the
condition that there will be
transparency. Slum rehabilitation
work in India’s commercial capital
should become the model for the

rest of the country,
K.D, Viswanaathan,
Coimbatore

\ A

No maintenance?

This refers to th report “Woman
pilot makes emrgency landing”
(June 11). The alerity with which
Air India’s Captin Urmila Yadav
acted to save the lves of passengers
and the crew menbers on her flight
in such a nerve-wacking situation
deserves encomiins.

But i{ is unfathymable as to how
one of the nosc wheels of the
aircraft was lot. Is there no
foolproof mechmism to check
whether all vital :quipment of an
aircraft is workng satisfactorily
before the flight?

: H.P. Murali,
: Bangualore

How can a tyre fal off in mid-air?
The DGCA mut ensure that
aircraft mairtenmce is observed
by all air opentor. In difficult and .
far-flung ternin with inclement
weather like in theNorth-east, and
where there maynot be a large
maintenance bas¢ there must be
greater observatim of such crucial
procedures.
- Dmniel Varghese,
Thirvananthapuram
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Evolve consensus

uman resource development minister Kapil

Sibal’s announcement of a plan for a ‘one na-

tion-one test’ to determine entrance to the coun-
ty’s leading engineering colleges has stirred a hornet’s
nest. It has come under criticism from some of the Indian
Institutes of Technology (ITs). Under Sibal’s plan, stu-
dents aspiring to join one of the IITs, the National Insti-
tutes of Technology (NITs) or the Indian Institutes of
Information Technology (HITs) will have to take a com-
mon exam. The exam will involve two steps -~ main and
advanced, both of which will be held on the same day. It
also envisages factoring in the student’s Class X1l scores.
The planis well-intentioned. It aims at reducing student
stress by sparing aspirants the ordeal of taking different
entrance exams for different institutes. By giving weigh-
tage to Class XI1 scores it ensures that a student who
doesn’t do too well in the entrance test can still hope to
get in on the strength of his school performance.

Critics of the plan say that contrary to the minister’s
claim, the proposed entrance test will add to students’
stress as their fate will hinge on one exam. If s/he doesn’t
dowell in that exam his chances for entrance in all the in-
stitutesis closed. Besides, it would be difficylt to normalise
scores from India’sdiverse board ex-
ams; students who take board exams
that have tough exams and scoring
systems would be at a disadvantage.
The main pique of the critics is that
the proposed system will compro-
mise on the quality of students com-
ing into the IITs, undermining the
premier institutes’ brand value.
Sibal says that the decision was

reached after a consensus was
evolved. All the IITs were onboard
the decision, he claims, 'The fierce
criticism that greeted the plan in-
dicates that no consensus was
evolved. In fact it seems the con-
sultation was inadequate. Hence
the feeling among the IS facuity
and administration that the decision is being thrust on
them and their autonomy is being undermined. There
is talk of taking the matter to the court. Instead, the
matter can be resolved through discussion. There is
merit in the arguments of both sides. The government
should initiate a fresh consultation on the matter. A
public debate on the issue is important as the govern-
ment must hear the views of not just the experts but of
students who are at the heart of the debate.
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New exam: since  New exam: Since 2010, IIT Senates kept objecting
2010, ITT Senates

kept ob] ecting but
HRD ignored

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI

NEW DELHI, JUNE 11

THE controversy over the pro-
posed new entrance exam to the
Indian Institutes of Technology
may seem to have suddenly
boiled over with IIT Kanpur’s
boycott, but a scrutiny of records
shows that senior faculty from the
ITTS had raised several questions
about the new exam’s timing and
content as eatly as in 2010.

But first discussions with the
faculty were held as late as in
April-May this year, after which
the HRD ministry peremptorily
brushed aside these objections.

In 2010, the HRD ministry
constituted  the Damodar
Acharya committee — Acharya,
director of IIT Kharagpur, over-
ruled his Senate to back the exam
— to propose a common engi-
neering exam with weight to
Class XI1 board scores.

WJULY S, 2010: TIT Kanpur faculty
rejected this committee’s report
saying it was short on detail and
didn’t consult specialists and
stakcholders.

# SEPT 2011: A new committee,

headed by T Ramasami, secre-

tary, Department of Science &

Technology, brought another

proposal to the IIT Council meet-

ing recommending weight to

Class XII marks through a nor-

malization process. Its recom-

mendations were the basis of the

new exam: a two-step JEE Main
(for screening) and JEE Ad-
vanced {for the final IIT merit
list) with 40% weight to Class XIT
scores at the screening stage.

8 Endorsed by the councils of IT-
ITs and NITs on November 14,
2011 and November 18, 2011 re-
spectively and, in principle, by
state education ministers on
February 22, 2012, this proposal

No intent to impact
on the lIT system

‘ autonomy... the

exam... is to be set hy the
T itseif. We have no
directly or indirectly
{infringe)...

desire to anyway
KAPIL SIBAL, in Washington Monday

WEST BENGAL has writtento -
HRD thata common entrance test
will put the state's IIT aspirants ata
disadvantage. It has called for fresh
discussions in 2015 after it
“changes” its Class XIl syllabus.
“The new syllabus will help equip
our students to perform better at
1IT exams,” said state Education

. Minister Bratya Basu. “The new syl-
labus is meant to bridge the gap
our students have with those from
some other states.”

was also rejected by most 1IT

Senates.

MFEB 15, 2012: IIT Kanpur Senate

said the IIT Council's approval to

the proposal was “disappointing”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

and that its role was strictly
advisory.

B MARCH 12: the HRD min-
istry set up a core committee
to interact with older ITTs to
reach out to the IIT acade-
mic community.

W APRIL 11: The first discus-
sion with the All India IIT
Faculty Federation was held
and with IIT Senates from
April 25 to May 5.

B APRIL 25: IIT Guwahati
Senate, broadly agreeing
with the proposal, said that
no changes to JEE should be
brought in before 2014.

B MAY 2: IIT Delhi Scnate
submitted that the Ra-
masami committee recom-
mendations may not be suffj-

_ cient to reduce,stress on

students and there was need
to strengthen school educa-
tion. It said that holding a
new JEE in 2013 would be
unfair to students.

B IIT Roorkee Senate said

that the JEE Advanced
should be a subjective exam,
W MAY 3: IIT Khargapur
Senate said that a “mini-
mum of two years lead time”
was necessary to examine
the effect of board perfor-
mance on JEE ranking,

B MAY 5: 11T Bombay Senate
said that the changes in ex-
amination style should only
be implemented from 2014
and that JEE Advanced
should be subjective in na-
ture. It also said that it was
not feasible to give weight to
school board scores as of
now.

B IIT Madras, largely in
agreement with the govern-
ment -backed propgsal, said
thay JEE Advanced could

see problems in numerical

answers.

The IIT Council meeting
on May 9 recorded these
varied recommendations of
1IT Senates and how they

wanted the changes to come
into effect only in 2014, On
May 14, AIIITF wrote to
Sibal requesting participa-
tion from Senates and All-
ITFF at the Council meeting
on the exam issue and ar-
gued that “the Senates’
views should form the basis
for the decisions pertaining
to any academic mattet, in-

cluding the admission
process”,
On May 25, AIIITF met

Sibal who told them that
while Senate inputs would
be taken, “(a) final decision
will be taken only by the IIT
Council which could be dif-
ferent from the IIT Senates’
majority decisions”,
The Federatmn then
wrotc to Sibal clearly saying
that a 2013 test was not ac-
ceptable to all Senates and
the plan to hold JEE Ad-
vanced as an objective type
test was also against the ma-

jority decision of holding a
subjective JEE Advanced.
On May 28, however, Sibal
chaired a Joint meeting of
Coungcils of IIIT, IIT and
NIT and announced a new
test format starting 2013.

For the record, Sibal last
week said that the IIT Coun-
¢il had agreed to two points
raised by the IIT Senates:
ensuring that the test for ad-
mission to II'Ts is controlled
by II'Ts alone and that school
board weight should not de-
cide the final merit list for
IIT admissions,

“The only area wherc
there was variance was that
the Senates wanted the new
exam format to come into
effect only in 2014 while the
IIT Council said they were
ready to hold itin 2013,” the
minister had said. Sibal is
currently is Washington for
the 3rd Indo-US Strategic
Dialogue.
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Don’t destroy IITs, improve other institutes

his refers to the editorial, “Politics in

education” (June 11). The latest turn

of events regarding the common
entrance test for centrally-funded engi-
_ neering colleges and the IITs, is indeed
sad and unfortunate, Union Minister for
Human Resource Development Kapil
Sibal should call for another meeting
with all stakeholders before implement-
ing the critical decision of having a com-
mon entrance exam for all centrally
funded engineering colleges and allow-
ing for 50 per cent weightage to be given
to marks scored by students in class XIL

Mr Sibal may have had several
. rounds of talks with the stakeholders,
but the recent developments have shown
that a number of them have not been on
the same page as the Minister, In this sit-
uation, there is no point in furthering
the divide and going ahead with the
decision taken. With IIT-Kanpur decid-
ing not to follow the Minis
and IIT-Bombay and IIT-Delhi also
not convinced by the Ministry’s decision,
a resolution on the contentious issue is
far from achieved. »

The IITs have made a name for
themselves across the world and are con-
sidered one of the best engineering insti-

s directive .

tutes in the world. It is best that we let
the IITs function independently and
don’t tinker with their entrance process.

There is no doubt that the intentions
of the HRD Minister are noble, but his
decision is not pragmatic, Rather, Mr
Sibal should find ways and means to
improve the standards of education in
the hundreds of other engineering col-
leges across the country, which are

churning out students like goods in a fac-

L e i?} oy
wdsashe M R M

" of

tory. There is no thought given to the,
emgjioyabiiity of the students passing out -
ese colleges, ’ .

On their part, the IITs must find .
ways to attract the best faculty and ensure
that what they teach their students is in -
keeping with the needs of industry as
well. They must also concentrate on th
issue of higher research. :
T > Bal Govind

.-, Noida .

T
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Sibal popsriderto
remindefiantIITs;

By Mall Today Bureau in New Delhi

THE senate of IIT Kanpur may have
. taken the decision to disassociate itself
from the new format of the Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE) and con-
duct its own test next year. But accord-
ing to sources in the human resource
development (HRD)ministry, the ur,
Act does not permit them to do so,
“Function of the senate is subject to the
provisions of the IIT Act. Section 33 of the
Act clearly states that the council has the

duty to co-ordinate the activities of all the Y e 1
IITs and advise on matters relating to The IIT-Kanpur (left) senate has rejected HRD

admission standards. The minister Kapll Sibal’s one natlon one test policy.
word ‘advise’ in Section Entrance Examination (JEE) Friday rejected the IIT council’s Delhi and Bombay are also IIT-Kharagpur director

33(2) (a) does not leave any
option with the individual II'T!
but to accept it unreservedly,”
said an HRD official who did
not wish to be identified.

“So conducting the Joint

Jointly by all the IITs is beyond
the purview of the senate,” the
officlal added. -

The strong defence from the
ministry officials comes in the
wake of a blow delivered by the
IIT-Kanpur senate, which on

decision to introduce a new for-
mat of the JEE from next year.
According to the senate mem-

bers, the HRD ministry is impos--

ing the new change through IIT
directors who have ignored fac-
ulty views. The senates of IIT

expected to follow suit.

The new format of the JEE was
announced on May 28. Sibal,
after chairing a joint meeting of
the IIT and NIT council, had
announced that from the next
year, the JEE will be valid for all

centrally funded tech-
nical institutions

Damodar Acharya said the insti-
tute had no problem with the
new exam, leading to protests
by faculty members, who on
Sunday threatened to go on a
hunger strike. :
Acharya, however, justified his

stand on Monday saying
the new format

(CFTIs) such as 2] would help stu-
the IIITs, NITSs dadvica dents from rural
and JISERs o areas study in
The IITs, f2 4 ‘=i the prestigious
however, were 0¢ 0}3 in;[titutic;mm;.
allowed to fol- s eanwhile,
low a different e i ur - Delni
admission g lumni Associ-
Breretn _the CUTTILIIVINSY thaia 11T Fac-
wherein e prved ndia ac-
Class XI1T Board Y et i ulty Federation —
marks and the per- the two influential
formance in the JEE- organisations opposing

main test would only
be considered for
filtering the best can-
didates.

But on Saturday,

the government’s move — have
. sought an audience with Prime
" Minister Manmohan Singh to
- discuss theissue, -
(With agency inputs)
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Listen to them

Faculty have questioned the new test. They are key
fo Brand IIT, HRD should not brush them away

NION HRD Minister

Kapil Sibal’s move to re-

form the selection process
to the ITs is foundering for the
very same reason that his predeces-
sor Murli Manohar Joshi’s diktat to
lower IIM fees had become contro-
versial. Autonomous centres of ex-
cellence dislike having innovations
thrust upon them. The directors of
the Guwahati and Kharagpur ITs
have fallen in line, while the ITT
Kharagpur senate has opposed the
ministry’s move. IIT Kanpur will
hold its own entrance test and the
All India IIT Faculty Federation
has thrown down the gauntlet. The
HRD ministry should have initi-
ated change through transparent
consultations that included all
stakeholders, even prominent
alumni. It did nothing, though it
knew that all the IIT senates had
raised objections.

Transparency was necessary be-
cause the new selection system de-
parts sharply from tradition by tak-
ing into account Class XIT marks.
The ministry’s stated motive is to
strike at the “coaching culture”
surrounding the IIT entrance test,
There is an unexplained paradox
here since the ministry has jetti-
soned marks in Class X. Besides, it
is weighted against rural and poor
students, who may languish in
school for lack of facilities but do

very well in entrance tests with the
help of coaching. The ministry has
taken this route to favour students
who perform consistently well, but
has it examined any data correlat-
ing Class XII marks, entrance test
scores and professional perfor-
mance of alumni?

Bold experiments require
groundwork and consensus-build-
ing among stakeholders, which is
not something that can be done in
a hurry. Now, Kapil Sibal will have
to build a post-dated consensus.
His government is ready and will-
ing to roll over backwards to ac-
commodate critics on all issues,
from corruption to classic car-
toons. It should now listen to the
IIT senates. The IIT selection
process has always been reliable,
but to keep it that way, these cen-
tres of na;iJonal importance must
remain its owners, and not the
ministry. It is the senates’ acade-
mics who have made the entrance
test a level-playing field and built
the IIT brand for half a century.
They have kept the selection
process so patently fair that even
the disadvantaged have the confi-
dertce to shoot for it. The ministry
cannot possibly deliver results
without having the teachers on
board as process owners. So it
needs to listen to them — and
address their questions.
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What's the hurry to bring common entrance test: lIT faculty
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MEW DELHI: Upset over the common entrance test (CET) to Indian Institutes of Technology proposed by the human resource development ministry, the national
body of [IT faculty on Monday questioned why the government was in such a hurry to start the new format.

"They have not done their homework, they are still not able to get the marks from all boards and normalise it. Ifthey cannot do it now, how will they do it next year,"
IIT Faculty Federation President Sanjeev Sanghi told reporters.

"It does not reduce multiplicity of the exams, it does not do away with coaching,” he said.
"We want to ask what is the hurry with 20137"

Sanghi, who heads the national body of IIT teachers which is leading the battle against the new format along with [IT alumni associations, said representatives from
all Indian Institutes of Technology (1ITs) are attempting to meet the prime minister and take up the issue with him.

On a day when professors from IIT Kanpur wrote to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Sanghi said the senate of all [ITs were against the new format.
"All of us will meet the prime minister," he said.

The developments come after IIT Kanpur announced Friday that it will hold a separate entrance test for admissions from 2013, rebelling against the joint entrance
test. Senates of other IITs, prominently [ITs at Delhi, Kharagpur and Bombay have also expressed their protest against the new format.

However, Director of IIT Delhi R.K. Shevgaonkar, IIT Bombay Director Devang Khakhar, along with [IT-Kharagpur's Damodar Acharya, and IIT Guwahati director
Gautam Barua were reported to be supporting the new format.

"We stand by our decision to go through the CET route from next year onwards and there is no deviation from the same," Shevgaonkar was quoted in a report.
Sanghi, however, said: "Directors cannot overrule the senate.”
According to sources, the minutes of meeting of the senate of IIT Kharagpur showed the senate was against the new format. Similar was the case with IIT Guwahati.

In case of [IT Delhi also, the senate and professors are against the new format, however, a dissent was not recorded by the director in the meeting with the HRD
minister, says a faculty member.

"Why is it so that while the senates are against this format, the directors did not register their dissent," a professor of lIT Delhi questioned.
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IRST it was IIT Kanpur,
then it was IIT Delhi.
There are indications
that other ITTs will also
chart their own course and go'in
for separate entrance examina-
tions, puttirig a question mark on
the single engineering entrance
test proposed by the ministry of
human resource development.

IIT-JEE has always been one of
the biggest attractions for students
~-itrespective of region, financial
status and the schools they study
in. Guided by nothing but merit, it
gave the students equal opportu-
nity. In a diverse country like In-
dia, with huge disparities in school
education inurban and rural areas
aswell as private and government
institutions, this has been one
examination that stood the test of
time. IIT-JEE has been both a
dream and a great leveller.

No wonder, when HRD Minis-
ter Kapil Sibal talked of reforms,
on the pretext of reducing the stu-
dents’ dependence on coaching in-
stitutes and ensuring greater em-
phasis on school education,
serious doubts were expressed at
the very outset. Nobody can dis-
pute the fact that the dependence
on ceaching institutes should
come down and that students
should have more faith in their
schools, aswas the case till a couple
of decades ago when coaching in-
stitutes were few and far between.
After all, who would want to spend
lakhs of rupees on coaching
alone? For the poor and the middle
class, it is 2 huge drain, but they are
left with a Hobson's chgice due to
the pathetic state of government
schools, especially secondary and
higher s¢condary schools. The
schools often do not have proper
infrastructure and capable teach-
ers. The result is abysmal atten-
dance, even as elite private schools
witness an unprecedented rush for
admission,

Since government schools,
which cater to the bulk of the stu-
dents, are not quality-conscious,
students invariably look for alter-
natives and land up in mushroom-
ing coaching institutes, which have
courses to suit one’s pocket, if not

Indian Express, ND 12/06/2012 r-10

The class in Class XIl -

necessarily aptitude. They come in
all hues — from top-notch ones
with heavy fees to modest ones
offering tuition at relatively lower
fees, Rich or poor, students come
there with the dream of making it
to an IIT, and their parents sacri-
fice their comforts and even basic
needs in the hope of a better to-
morrow for the children,

Had the school system been
good enough and ensured uniform
quality in education, this problem
would not have emerged.

There was a time when students
got admission in engineering
colleges for a capitation fee of
Rs 50,000 to Rs 1 lakh. Now, the
cost of coaching alone costs more,
plus there is the cost of living in
big cities where such institutes
proliferate,

For the poor, opportunities

|IT-JEE offered a level
playing field for students.
The ‘reforms’ could skew it

ANAND KUMAR

form. Until that happens, the stu-
dents, for whom the entire setup is
meant and for whose benefit the
authorities seem to be doing all
this, will be the biggest losers. They
have become victims of the govern-
ment’s bid to rush with its “experi-
ment” with an established system,
without doing its homework well.
The first and foremost thing the
ministry should have done was to
take the ITTS into confidence, be-
cause these are autonomous insti-
tutions that the nation takes pride
in. Some incongruities may creep
into any system over time, but that
does not necessarily require large-
scale surgery. A single examcanbe
good enough. After the Supreme
Court ruling in the Simran Jain
case, there was one exam for
medical entrance, The I[IMs too
have one exam. For engingering

The need is to first work at the grassroots and
strengthen the school system. Reforms can never
succeed if started at the top.

matter the most, There is a grow-
ing awareness among them about
the opportunities that education
brings in. This is reflected in
more and more students from
underprivileged families sitting
for ITJEE and making it,
thanks to their hard work, deter-
mination to excel and, of course,
the opportunity to do so.

The HRD ministry’s move
seems to be a dampener for stu-
dents, especially the underprivi-
leged ones from rural areas. With
barely nine months left for the
2013 test, students don’t know
what to expect. With most IIT
pulling out of the government
scheme of joint entrance test, the
government is likely to start an-
other round of consultations to
bring everyone on a common plat-

also, there can be one, but it should
remain onlyone.

What the HRD ministry has
done shows the disconnect be-
tween India and Bharat. An edu-
cation system cannot be for a small
section of elites who can afford
quality education. The need is to
first work at the grassroots and
strengthen the school system,
invest in quality teachers to attract
students and usher in examination
reforms. Reforms can never
succeed if started at the top. They
have to be gradual, done with
meticulous planning and should
start from the bottom,

The proposed joint entrance
test includes an objective-type
question paper called Main and
Advanced to be held on the same
day, Now ncarly five lakh students

take IIT-JEE, and over 10 lakh
take AIEEE. Under the new re-
forms, all the students will have to
take both the tests, irrespective of
whether one wants to go for 1T or
not. It means students will have to
prepare with equal intensity for
three exams — one for Class 12, as
it will have weightage, then JEE-
Main and finally JEE-Advanced.
All this will lead to extreme
pressure on the students.

. In a country where there has
been so much debate on reduc-
ing the burden of examination on

students — and in pursuit of

which the government did away
with Class X boards and changed
the marking system to a grading
system — the new move will sud-
denly bring the students face to
face with the hottest competition:
and at various levels, This trans-
lates into more burden on
students and they are sure to fall
deeper into the trap of coaching
institutes.

If the government wants to have
one test for the entire country, it
should go ahead and have just one
exam. The idea should be to make
it simple. The top performers get
IIT3, then the III'Ts and NITs and
soon, Thiswill also help develop a
grading of institutions and help
students make a choice.

The questions should be set by
experts from IIT, AIEEE and
CBSE. And they need to set ques-
tions that don’t drive students to
coaching institutes, Conceptual
questions of Class XII level will be
enough to separatc the wheat
from the chaff.

Until now, the questions asked
in IIT-JEE are not of Class 12
level, but much above that. There
is a huge difference between the
school curriculum and what's
asked of students in H'T-JEE. The
students have no choice but to go

‘to coaching institutes, as the

schools are ill-equipped to pre-
pare them for the exam, The
thrust should be on minimising
the rural-urban divide by provid-
ing alevel-playing field.

The writer is founder, Super 30, Patma
express@expressindia.com
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Time for II'Ts to discard the JEE

The present selection system has failed to bring in students who are genuinely
interested in path- breakmg engmeerlng work

Dinesh Mohan

ast week I came across aremark-
able report on international
education tests conducted by
the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development. The Pi-
sa 2009 tests indicate that China has an
education system that is overtaking
those of many Western countries and
that Shanghai was on top of the interna-
tional education rankings for schools.
Andreas Schleicher, responsible for the
highly-influential Pisa tests, claimed
that the results showed the “resilience”
of pupils despite tough backgrounds, and
the “high levels of equity” between rich
and poor pupils. He believes that it's a
philosophical difference — expecting all
pupils to make the grade, rather than a
“sorting mechanism” to find a chosen
few — and, that anyone can create an
education system where a few at the top
succeed; the real challenge is to push
through the entire cohort.
This forced me to focus on the imbro-
glio regarding the entrance test for un-

dergraduate admissions to the Indian'

Institutes of Technology (II'T). The Min-
istry of Human Resource Development
believes the Joint Entrance Examin-
ation (JEE) conducted by the IITs
should be discontinued and replaced by a
common entrance test conducted by an
independent agency. The marks ob-
tained in this test should be combined
with weighted results of high school
board exams to determine a student’s
percentile ranking in the country. These
rankings could then be used for admis-
sion to all engineering colleges including
IITs. It is claimed that this new proce-
dure will give weightage to students’ per-
formance in school (ignored at present)
and reduce stress by not forcing them to
take multiple examinations as they are
forced to do at present. At first glance,
perfectly logical and reasonable.
However, many faculty members of
the IITs are upset that the government is
interfering in academic matters and
compromising the autonomy of these in-
stitutions, The Senate of IIT Kanpur has
already passed aresolution that they will
not abide by the directions of the MHRD
and that the institute will conduct its
own entrance exam in 2013. Senates of
some other II'Ts may pass similar resolu-
tions, though it appears that IIT Kharag-
pur, Madras and Guwahati will not.
Faculty Forums of the dissenting IITs
and some alumni groups have expressed
views similar to those from IIT Kanpur.
The attendances at meetings where
these dissenting resolutions have been
passed have been a small proportion of
faculty strength of these institutions, It
is clear that views are divided among the
IIT faculty members across the country.
It would be worthwhile to expand the
terms of the debate and arrive at a con-
sensus that includes the best interests of
students and of society at large in pre-
serving the academic standards of II Ts.

A system that works

IITs have a formidable reputation in
the country and abroad for producing
outstanding graduates over the last five
decades. The reasons for this includes
the selection of high performing stu-
dents through the JEE, which the IITs
have run without blemish, This has hap-
pened because those running the system
take pride in their work as loyal mem-
bers of the IIT system. IITs have also
developed reasonably democratic sys-

-
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HIGH-PRESSURE HALL: Aspirants coming out of an IIT-JEE examination venue in Hyderabad.
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tems for academic functioning and selec-
tion of course content, fair and open
systems for grading and evaluation, and
student management. Faculty selection

-and promotion processes are also rea-

sonable considering the environment we
have to operate in.

However, the glass is only three-quar-
ters full. It is important that we now
focus on why it is one-quarter empty.
Mr. Schleicher has a point in that “any-
one can create an education system
where a few at the top succeed”. The

" success of our BTech products is partly

due to the selection process. Unfortu-
nately, many IIT faculty members and
alumni base their entire pride and self
worth on this “success”. The fact is that if
we admit only those from the top few per
cent of a national exam, they will do well
no matter how the test is conducted.

It is time to consider what kind of
students we want from among those who
are excellent in mathematics and the sci-
ences. Anyone teaching in IITs is aware

-that many of our undergraduate stu-

dents are just not interested in engineer-
ing. A small proportion of them know
they will never take up an engineering
career even before they enter IIT. They
justwantan IIT ‘stamp’ and opt for these
institutions because of parental pressure
or alack of excellent institutions offering
liberal arts or science education. A sig-
nificant proportion of students develop a
dislike for quantitative and laboratory
work after entering IITs. They just do
not have the aptitude for engineering
work. This latter group is sending a
strong signal that the current JEE is not
adequate to select the right students for
an elite engineering education.

There are other reasons why the IIT
entrance procedure needs a major re-
vamp. The present selection system de-
pends on machismo in physics,
chemistry and mathematics — ideally
suited for coaching classes, condemning

young boys and girls to a concentration
camp atmosphere for two years or so.
This is the period these youngsters
should spend exploring their interest
and aptitudes but are prevented from
doing so, This straitjacketing is probably
filtering out the innovative and curious
ones who hate such narrow perspectives,
ensuring that IITs are denied some
young Indians who might be truly in-
terested in path breaking work. It is time
for a rethink on the objective of the se-
lection procedure for IITs.

Real contributors

Another unfortunate aspect of the
JEE debate is that it obfuscates the real
issue facing I1Ts. The future of IITs does
not depend on the selection process of
undergraduates. No matter what process
is adopted they will do well. Within a
decade IITs will have little to show for as
academic institutions unless policymak-
ers and faculty members start taking
pride in the MTech and PhD pro-
granimes. It is worth remiembering that
BTechs comprise less than half of IIT
graduates every year. The majority are
MTech and PhD degree holders. They
make a huge contribution to technologi-
cal development in India in the public
and private sector. It is this group that
needs constant improvement, encour-
agement and recognition. This will not
happen unless IITs transform from
mid-20th century, narrow-visioned
technical institutions to modern, multi-
disciplinary research universities.

This can be done, as is evident from
the Chinese experience. The prestigious
Global Research University Profiles pub-
lishes a ranking of the top 500 World-
Class Universities (Shanghai rankings)
by their research output every year. In

sthe 2011 list only three made it from
India — Indian Institute of Science (300-
400), and IITs at Delhi and Kharagpur
(400-500). Those from China totalled

35, Brazil seven, South Africa three, Sau-
di Arabia two, and Iran one. They also
list the top 100 for engineering. From
India only Indian Institute of Science
made the grade, but there were eight
from China! Obviously, we have a lot of
catching up to do. Just ensuring the puri-
ty of JEE will not do it.

But there is an impasse at hand and it
must be resolved amicably. Those pro-
testing from the IITs have a point — that
they must have a role in selecting their
students. Any university should, as long
as it is done within the concepts of fair
play, social justice and societal obliga-
tions. An ideal entrance procedure
should include high school performance,
marks in a common all-India quantita-
tive entrance examination and, if desir--
ed, any institution should be able to set
their own entrance test/criteria also. "

If an institution wants to conduct its
own test it must be very different from
the current JEE and not require stu-
dents to prepare too much. It must test &
aptitude “and not just mathematical
prowess as that would already have been
tested by the common all-India test. It
would have to be free from language and
class biases.

Devising such a test would need col-
laboration with national and interna-
tional education and testing experts and
will take time, but it would free IIT facul-
ty from wasting their time on the JEE
and focus on what will actually benefit
their institutions. It should be possible -
to design IIT specific aptitude test proce-
dures within the next year. If the IITs
agree to such a change in entrance proce-
dures the MHRD should agree to intro-
duce the new system in 2014. If not, the
current proposal of MHRD should stay.
As for the JEE, it needs to go.

(Dinesh Mohan is the Volvo Chair
Professor Emeritus, Transport Research
and Injury * Prevention Programime,
WHO Collaborating Centre, IIT Delhi)
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No intent to infringe on
IITs” autonomy: Sibal

WASHINGTON: Rejecting
criticism and virtually
ruling out going back on the
new proposal, Union
Human Resource
Development Minister
Kapil Sibal said here on
Monday the government
had no intent of impinging
on the autonomy of the
I1Ts.

Defending the decision to
have a nationwide common
entrance test, which is
being opposed by IIT
Kanpur among others, Mr.
Sibal said this had been
taken in accordance with
the IIT Act passed by
Parliament.This was a
unanimous decisions of the
IIT Council, he added,

“There is no intent to
impact on the IIT system
autonomy.... the exam that
is being contemplated is to
be set by the IIT itself,” Mr.
Sibal told journalists here
when asked to comment on
the controversy back home.

He is leading a high-
power Indian delegation to
co-chair the India-U.S.
education dialogue with the
Secretary of State, Hillary
Clinton,

Mr. Sibal had on May 28
announced that from 2013,

aspiring candidates for the
11Ts and other Central
institutes like NITs and
IIITs will have fo situndera
new format of common
entrance test, which will
also take the plus-twoboard
results into consideration.

He had claimed that it was
approved withoutdissentat
acouncil consisting of the
I1Ts, the IIITs and the NITs.

The Senate of the IIT-
Kanpur hasrejected the
Centre’s’one-nation one-
test’ proposal and decided to
conduct its own entrance
exam from next year,

Mr. Sibal said that on his
return, he would study the
decisions being taken by the
IIT Kanpur,

“This has nothing to do
with the government,” he
said, noting that the
decision has been taken in
accordance with the IIT Act.
This would have no impact
on the quality of the
educationinIITs.

He was responding to
questions after delivering
his speech ‘Education:
U.S-India Collaboration’ at
an event organised jointly
by the Carnegie
Endowment for
International Peace.
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Sibal denies bid to impinge on lIT autonomy

HRD minister says Centre w1]l look mto II'T-Kanpur’s decision on holding its own exams

WASHINGTON: Rejecting
criticism and virtuaily ruling
out going back on the new
proposal, the Union Human
Resources Development
Minister, Kapll Sibal, on
Monday sald the govern-
ment had no intent to im-
pinge on the autonomy of
the lITs.

Defending the decision to
have one nationwide common
entrance test, which is being
opposed by IIT Kanpur among
others, Sibal said this has been
taken in accordance with the
1T Act passed by Parliament.
He said itwas a unanimous de-

cisions of the IIT council.
"There is no intent to impact
on the HT system
autonomy...the exam that is be-
ing contemplated is to be set
by the ITT itself," Siba! told re-
porters here when asked to
comment on the controversy
back home.

“We have no desire to any-
way directly or indirectly..To
protect the autonomy of IIT,”

Sibal said and argued that the’

decision of the OT council is in
tune with the international
practices.

Sibal is leading a high-pow-
ered Indian delegation to co-
chair the India-US education

Kapil Sibal

dialogue with the Secretary of
State, Hillary Clinton. The min-
ister had on May 28 announced
that from 2013, aspiring can-
didates for ITTs and other Cen-
tral institutes like NITs and II-
ITs will have to situnder a new

format of common entrance
test, which will also take the
plus-two board results into con-
sideration. He had claimed that
it was approved without dissent
at a council consisting of the
1ITs, the 1TITs and the NITs.
Senate of the IIT-Kanpur has
rejected the Centre's ‘one-na-
tion one-test’ proposal and de-
cided to conduct its own en-
trance exam from next year.
Sibal said that on his return,
he would study the decisions
being taken by the IIT Kan-
pur."This has nothing to do
with the Government,” he said
noting that the decision has
been taken in accordance with

HT, Chandigarh

WHERE 1ITs STAND

= |IT-Kanpur announces its
own entrance exam in 2013

= |IT-Kharagpur teachers
plan hunger strike

® |IT-Delhi to hold emer-
gency senate meeting after
June 18

= |IT-Mumbai to call emer-
gency senate meeting by
June-end

= All IT Teachers'
Federation seeks PM's
intervention

the IIT Act. This would have no
impact on the quality of the ed-
ucation in ITs. The minister
was responding to questions af-
ter delivering his speech "Edu-
cation: US-India Collaboration'
atan event organised jointly by
the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, a presti-
gious American think-tank
based in Washington and Fed-
eration of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FIC-

In his remarks, the minister
said India, having a young and
dynamic population, is facing
enormous, challenge in the
higher education sector, and in

order to provide college edu-
cation to all the country in the
coming years as many as 800
new universities and 40,000
to 50,000 new colleges. "It is
not an easy task. It is a monu-
mental task. But there are
enormous opportunities
there.”

"Weneed to lookat solutions
whichare out of the box, which
are Froogle innovations," Sibal
said, adding that how to ensure
that enough people go to col-
lege is one big challenge. The
country, he said, needs another
800 universities, and between
40,000 to 50,000 colleges, a
goal he said istough toachieve.

Sibal argued that the same
quality of education can be pro-
vided with the communication
revolution taking place.

“I think, globally we have to
thank the way we think," he
said. "Time has come for edu-
cational institutions to think
differently,” he added. Re-
sponding to questions, Sibal
said not much foreign invest-
ment is coming in the country’s
education sector.This is quite
surprising. "Istill can't fathom,”
he said. India would be setting
about 100 community colleges
in India from 2013 with the
help of the United States.  *
PTI
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Sibal says IIT autonomy intact, rules out rollback
of common test

Human rescurce development minister Kapil Sibal on Monday wirtually ruled out going back on the
controversial proposal for a nationwide common entrance test for Indian Institutes of Technologies (ITTs).

The 'one nation, one test' proposal was a unanimous decision of the ITT Council taken in accordance with the
OT Act passed by Parliament, he tol d reporters in Washington when asked to comment on the controversy
over the proposal, which has been opposzed by OT Eanpur among others.

Arouing that the decision of the IT Council 15 1n tune with the internab onal practices, Sibal aszerted: "There
iz no intent to impact on the ITT system autonomy. The exam that iz being contemplated is to be set by the I'T
itself”

The HED ministry had last month announced the decision to merge IIT Joint Entrance Exam (ITT-TEE) with
the All India Engineering Entrance Examinati on (ATEEE) from 2013

However, IT Eanpur Senate has passed aresolution rejecting the new format and decided to conduct itz own
entrance exam from next year

aSibal, who is leading a high-powered Indian delegation to co-chatr the India-US higher educati on dial ogue
with TS secretary of state, Hillary Clinton, said he would study ITT Eanpur's decision on his return to India.

"This has nothing to do with the government" he said asserting it would have no impact on the quality of the
education in ITs.
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Govt hits out at
IITy, says senates
not autonomous

Aom TANDONTNS

NEw DeLni, June 11

The ongoing confrontation

between the Govermnment and

IITs over the proposed common

engineering entrance test (CET)

from 2013 grew deeper today
with HRD Ministry hitting back
at the rebelling institutes to say
that the IIT Council was
supreme under the law and IIT
Senates were not autonomous in
* admission-related matters,

Ministry sources hinted that
IIT Kanpur Senate’s May 8 res-
olution rejecting the Council’s
May 28 decision on CET and
resolving to hold a separate test
was unlawful, IIT Delhi,
Kharagpur, and Bombay Sen-
ates are expected to go the
Kanpur way in their respective
meetings that are awaited.

But the Ministry today cited
the ITT Act of 1961 to say that
the IIT Senates were “neither
autonomous nor had absolute
rights in academic matters, and
that the IIT Council was exclu-
sively empowered to set admis-
ston standards.”

. As per the law, IIT Senates
can frame admission-related
Ordinances but Board of Gov-
ernors of each IIT can cancel
or modify these, officials said,
forewarning HT Senates
against rejecting the CET
which was the Council’s deci-
sion and thus supreme and
binding in Ministry’s under-
standing. “A cumulative read-
ing and harmonious construc-
tion of various Sections of the
Act reveals that the BOG of
each IIT has power of superin-

HT-KANPUR'S TAKE

1 Senates can change the
Ordinances under law. 1T
Kanpur Senate is waiting for
other Senates to decide on
CET. If they agree, all

+ Senates will change the
existing Ordinances to state
that students will be chosen
through a new test

1 BOG can cancel Senate's
ordinance. lIT Council not
involved anywhers

' SIBAL ON AUTONOMY

Washington: Virtually ruling
out going back on the new -
proposal, HRD Minister Kapil
Sibal on Monday said the
govemment has no intention |
to intetfere with the :
autonomy of the ilTs. "There
-is no intention to

interfers.. the exam -
that is being T
contemplatedis - 4 :
tobesetbythe 7
HT #self,” Sibai
said. — PTI

tendence over its Senate. The
Senate is neither autonomous
nor has unfettered rights even in
the matters of academic con-
cerns of the Institute, Itis the IT
Council, rather than the Senate,
which is empowered to set
admission standards, Senate of
T Kanpur has accepted this by
framing its Ordinances so have
other TTs,” HRD officials said.
They questioned IIT facul-
ty’s “academic autonomy”
claim saying the Act didn’t
even task the Senates with
setting admission standards.
Continued on page 11

Govt hits out
at lITs

From page 1 -
“Senate functions don’t
include the area of academic
standards. That's the exclusive
domain of IT Council whose
duty is to coordinate the activ-
ities of all IITs and advise
them on admission standards,
Even if the Council advice is
disregarded (as IIT Kanpur
did), Council’s duties contin-
ue,” officials said. The Act
envisages three statutory bod-
ies for ITs — IIT Council
(which makes policies and has
all IIT Directors among mem-
bers), IIT BOG (supervises
each IIT and has institute and
industry representatives) and
ITT Senate (IIT faculty body).
EachITT has a BOG and Sen-
ate; Council is common to all
and is chaired by the incum-
bent HRD Minister, Kapil
Sibal presently.

On the Council, Section 33
of the Act says, “IIT Council
shall advise ITTs on duration of
courses, admission standards
and other academic matters.”

On Senates, Section 15
says, “IIT Senate shall have
the control, and be responsi-
ble for maintenance of stan-
dards of education and exam-
ination in the ITT.”
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Shiv Sahay Singh

KOLKATA: Faculty members of
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology-Kharagpur have de-
cided to seek West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s intervention to put
on held the proposal of the
Union Ministry of Human
Resource Development for a
common entrance test for un-
. dergraduate engineering
courses across the country.
“We will bring it to the no-
tice of the Chief Minister how
the common entrance exam-
ination will undermine merit
and dilute the academic stan-
dards of the IITs. The teach-
ers will urge Ms. Banerjee to
communicate her views to
the Union Ministry in this re-

Hindu Nd 12-6-2012 P-5

IT-Kharagpur teachers
fo seek Mamata's help

‘New format will undermine merit, dilute academic standards of IITS

gard,” said a senior faculty
member of the IIT,

The proposed common en-
trance test has created divi-
sions between the
administration and faculty
members of IIT-Kharagpur.

While the Institute’s Director '

Prof. Damodar Acharya has
welcomed the proposal, rep-
resentatives of the IIT-Kha-
ragpur Teachers’ Association
have opposed it.

May agitate ‘

“The faculty members of
the Institute will do every-
thing possible through demo-
cratic means to oppose the
common entrance test,” said
a faculty member. iy

Referring to the protests in
the past wl}en the IIT teach-

ers went on a hunger strike
over implementation of the
recommendations of the

Sixth Pay Commission, he.

said that the teachers’ associ-
ation is contemp]atmg simi-
lar protest on the issue.

“The faculty members nev-
er agreed that the Institute
should admit students on the
basis of a common entrance
test from 2013,” he said, add-
ing that the views of a major-
ity of teachers had not been
incorporated into the resolu-
tion of the IIT Senate.

“IIT-Kharagpur is willing
to expand the ambit of I1T-
JEE to other institutions,”
said the resolution taken by a
special Senate - meeting on
May 2.

* Earlier ' also, representa—

'tives of the teachers’ associ-

ation had expressed their
apprehension about the com-
mon entrance examination to
Ms. Banerjee.

In a letter addressed to her
in April, the association had
argued how the students from
the State will find it difficult
to get into IITs once the per-
formance of the school board
is considered.

" “We could not agree to the
proposal to consider marks
obtained in the Higher Sec-
ondary Board Examination
for the JEE selection process
since we felt that it is very
difficult to attain even 60 per-
cent marks in our State Board
Examination (0+2) com-
pared to many other States,”
the letter said.
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HT, Kolkata

SINGLE ENTRANCE EXAM ROW

Bengal CM gets a call from II'T-Kgp

Mou Chakraborty

® Mou.Chakraborly®hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: The leachers’ associ-
ation of IIT-Kharagpur will
write to chief minister Mamata
Banerjee, seeking her inter-
vention to stop the Centre's
attempts at introducing a sin-
gle entrance examination for
all the engineering colleges in
the country from 2013,

“This attempt of doing away
with the [I'T-JEE will ruin the
entire 1I'T system. The leach-
ers’ associationis now left with
no other option than to take every
possible avenue which can stop

this move of the human resources
development ministry. The asso-
ciation has decided to write to
chielminister Mamata Banerjee
and seek herintervention,” a fac-
ulty member of the [I'T-Kgp said.

“Let the teachers wrile Lo
us and, then, we'll decide,” West
Bengal’s education minister,
Bratya Bas, said.

The All-India II'T Teachers’
Federation has welcomed the
move, “She has a very strong
personality and plays an impor-
tant part in national politics. 11
1I'T-Kgp teachers can make her
understand the problem, we
can expect her to take up the

-amat anerjee: Saviour?

matter with the Centre,” Atul
Mittal, general secretary of the
lederation, said.

On June 6, when Union min-
ister forhuman resources Kapil
Sibal called all the state gov-
ernments, seeking their opinion
onthe matter; Bengal had raised

objections. “We've registered
our objections over the new sys-
tem proposed at the meeting
held in Delhi recently. There's a
gap between the syllabus of our
state board and that of the CBSE.
We've asked for at leasl three
years time so that we can imple-
ment our new, revised syllabus
and reduce the gap,” Basu said.

[I'T-Kgp teachers said they
feared that Bengal students
would be the worst-hit if board
marks were added for selection
in the JEE, since it’s difTicull to
gel even 60% in Bengal board
exams, compared tomany other
boards,” anll'T-Kgp leacher said.
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IIT-KGP PROFS
LOOK T0 GET DIDI
ON THEIR SIDE

Mou Chakraborty

W mou chakraborty@hindustantimes com

KOLKATA: The teachers' associa-
tion of IIT-Kharagpur ha%
decided to take its fight against
the Centre's single entrance test
move to West Bengal chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee.

“The association has decid-
ed to write to the CM and seek
her intervention,” said a facul-
ty member of IIT-KGP. “Intro-
ducing the single entrance test
for all the engineering colleges
in the country from 2013 will
ruin the entire IIT system.”

The state appeared ready to
give the teachers a patient hear-
ing. “Let the teachers write to
us. Then we will decide,” West
Bengal education minister
Bratya Basu said on Monday.

Bengal has already objected
to the HRD ministry’s single test
formula, which recommends
giving weight to marks secured
in Class 12 board examinations.
Securing high marks in the
Bengal board examination is
perceived to be more difficult
in comparison to other boards.

The All India IIT Faculty Fed-
eration welcomed the IT-KGP's
decision to write to Banerjee.
“She plays an important part
in national politics. If IIT-KGP
teachers can make her under-
stand the problem, we can
expect her to take up the mat-
ter with the Centre,” said Atul

> Mittal, general secretary of the
federation,

The teachers of IIT-KGP had
tried to get in touch with the
CM in April to discuss the issue,
but had received no response.

P-5

IIT-KHARAGPUR
DIRECTOR STICKS
T0 HIS STAND

New Delhi,- June 11: Avday
after he'came under attack
for supporting Centre’s
“one-nation one-test” pro-
posal, II'T-Kharagpur direc-
tor Damodar Acharya on
Monday justified his stand
saying that the new format
would help studernts from

“rural areas to study in the

prestigious institutions.

He also said the new Joint
Entrance Examination
(JEE) system, proposed by

. HRD minister Kapil Sibal,
“would help reduce the

importance of coaching. -

“The proposed new JEE
system would help students
from rural areas and girls
as with their effort and per-
formance in school they
will get a chance to enter
into professional educa-
tien,” Mr Acharya sald in
response o a question over
the controversy.

“The importance - on
coaching will reduce. Eight
consultations with stake-
holders including the
Chairman of the School
Boards and technical edu-
cation experts across the
country by my team clearly
see merit in the proposed
system. and particularly
merit in giving importance
to the school performance,”
he said. — PTT.

Asian Age, ND 12/06/2012
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Ht, Mumbai

IIT-B SENATE YET
T0 MEET ON JEE
REFORMS ISSUE

HT Correspondent
= himetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: It is still unclear when
the Indian Institute of Techno-
logy-Bombay (1I'T-B) senate will
hold its special meeting to dis-
cuss Lhe latest developments in
the Joint Entrance Exam (JEE)
issue, as the institute’s director
is out of town.

Many of the IITs are up in
arms after the Centre proposed
Lo introduce a single entrance
exam for all engineering col-
leges in the country from 2013,

HT-B facully members had
planned to meet the director,
Devang Khakhar, on Monday, Lo
fix a date for the meeting, but
said they would have to wait at
least another day. “We are expect-
ing him tobe inonTuesday;” said
a faculty member.

The senate meeting is unlike-
Iy to take place for another week
at least, because many mem-
bers are still on leave. The new
term begins on July 1.

On Monday, non-profit group
Forum For Fairness in Educa-
tion said it would file a public
interest litigation in the Bombay
HC against the Centre’s decision.
“There are alot of technical dif-
ficulties and dangerous errors
inthe proposal,” said Jayant Jain,
president of the forum. “If they
are not corrected thenit will lead
to chaos and destruction of the
future of thousands of students.”

[tis also learnt that the teach-
ers’ association of 1I'T Khara-
gpur will soon write to West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee
seeking her intervention to
thwart the Centre’s proposal.
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SC demands quota
papers by Tuesday

Dhananjay Mahapatra| TNN

New Delhi: The Supreme Court's
refusal to stay the Andhra HC ver-
dict on the 4.5% minority sub-quo-
ta, combined with the remarks it
expressed about the way the Union
government wentabout creatingit,
leaves thefate of 325 studentsaspir-
ingtojoinIITs under the sub-quota
on the tenterhooks.

The court said: “It is a sensitive
issue (sub-quota) and this is not the
manner in which it should havebeen
handled. We are very unhappy over
the way the 4.5% stib-quotais carved
out. No material was produced be-

fore the high court. No material is’

produced before us and you have not
consulted the statutory bodies.”

Abenchof JusticesKSRadhak-
rishnan and J § Khehar said plea
for interim stay of the HC judg-
ment would be considered on
Wednesday, if the government pro-
duced documents to make good the
basis of its December 22, 2011, deci-
sion to create 4.5% sub-quota for
the Muslims.

Although minority communi-
ties, especially the Muslims, had
asked for the sub-quota for jong, it
was eventually implemented on
the eve of the UP polls, triggering
accusations about political consid-
erations being the main driver,

In the court, Attorney General
GE Vahanvatisaid the government
had ample documents to justify the
necessity of 4.5% quota for the
Muslim groups who because of
their extreme backwardness were
finding it difficult to compete with
other OBCs in the Central List, He

said the Muslim groups were in-
cluded in the OBC list since 1993
and the AP HC misread this core
facttofault the Centre's decision.

. 'The bench said if the govern-
ment had the documents why were
theynot produced either beforethe
HC then or before the apex court
now. It also asked why the govern-
ment did not consult statutory bod-
ies like, National Commission for
Backward Classes and National
Commission for Minorities.

. “The HC repeatedly said no ma-
terial was produced. How can you
blame the HC? Has the matter been
referred to NCBC or NCM? Why it
wasnotreferred,” itasked. Vahanva-
ti said as perthelawlaid down by the

" SC, it was not necessary to consult

the statutory bodies on the issue of
carving out sub-quota for most back-
ward among the backward classes. ,

The bench asked: “So, you can
issue any number of office memo-
randum carving out further sub-
quotas? It was such an important
decision to carve out 4.5% from the
27% reservation for OBCs, yet the
government did not think it fit to
refer it to statutory bodies. Tomor-
row, can the government carve out
another4.5% sub-quota?”’

The bench wanted to know
whether allowing implementation
of theminoritysub-quota would af-

fect other groups within the 27%

OBC reservations. The AG said it
would affect them marginally and
wanted to explain the calculations.
But, the bench asked the AG to file
the documents by Tuesday and
posted the HRD ministry’s appeal
for further hearing on Wednesday.
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Justify minority quota
in OBC, SC tells govt

4.5% B Refuses to stay Andhra HC order quashing quota

EXPRESS NEW SERVICE
NEW DELHL JUNE 11

the Supreme Court today re-
fused to stay the Andhra
Pradesh High Court order quash-
ing 4.5 per cent reservation for mi-
norities within the 27 per cent
OBC quota incentral educational
institutions like the ITTs and 11Ms.
Upset with the union govern-
ment’s claim that the high court
had wrongly assumed that the sub-
quota of 4.5 per cent comprised
socially and educationally back-
ward class Muslims, Christians,
Sikhs, Buddhists and Zoroastri-
ans, the bench asked Attorney
General Goolam E Vahanvati on
what basis the Centre had deter-
mined the figure of 4.5 per cent.

I N A setback to the Centre,

Saying it was “unhappy” that
the Centre had filed an appeal
without any supporting docu-
ments, the bench of Justices K §
Radhakrishnan and J § Khehar
said: “Without placing docu-
ments, how can you find fault
with the high court (order)?”

The AG, incidentally, ac-
knowledged in court that the
Centre had failed to argue the
case properly in the HC. The
apex court asked the Centre to
produce the material by tomor-
row, and adjourned the hearing
to June 13,

In its petition, the Centre ar-
gued that the HC judgment was
erroncous since as per the revised
central list of 1993, only two Mus-
lim communities are included as
being socially and educationally

backward, implying that the same
rule may have been applied for
other communities. The Centre
said that the HC also wrongly as-
sumed that the sub-quota is for all

minorities referred to in the judg- -

ment.

in not taking into consideration
the fact that there is no constitu-
tional bar on the classification of
backward classes into backward
classes and more backward
classes for the purposes of Arti-
cle 16(4) of the Constitution. The
HC also failed to appreciate that
the basis of calculation of 4.5 per
cent was the Mandal Commis-
sion report, which had estimated
OBCs at 52 per cent of the total
population, the Centre said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

It also said that the HC erred

The Bench observed
that it was natural for the
HC to ask questions on
which the Centre was com-
plaining. “While you are
not producing any material
on the basis of which it
(sub-quota) was done, you
are now blaming the HC,”
it said.

Despite the AG's plea
that the future of 325 young
boys and girls who had been
shortlisted in JEE 2012 un-
der the 4.5 per cent minority

‘Justify minority quota in OBC’

quota for the 15 ITTs was at
stake — counselling for IITs
is already on — the Bench
refused to give a stay order.
Unless the government
produced the material jus-
tifying the sub-quota, it
wouldn’t pass an interim
order, the Bench said,

To a question from the
Bench if the 4.5 per cent
sub-quota would affect the
share of other categories

that benefit from the 27 per
cent OBC reservation, the
AG replied in the affirma-
tive. “Today, you are carv-
ing out 4.5 per cent for one
section. Tomorrow, you will
add 4.5 per cent to another.
How can you break up the
27 per cent? What was the
exercise that you did before
doing this?” the Bench
asked.

The Bench also ob-

served that while deciding
to carve out 4.5 per cent
sub-quota from the OBC
quota, the Central govern-
ment had ignored statutory
bodies such as the National
Commission for Backward
Classes and National Com-
mission for Minorities.

To this Vahanvati
replied that as per settled
law, consultation with
statutory bodies was not re-

" quired to decide such a

matter.
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Fate of over 300 shortlisted
students hang in balance

HT Correspondent

# letters®hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court’s
refusal to stay the Andhra
Pradesh high court’s May 28
order will affect a total of 325
students shortlisted in IIT-JEE
2012 under sukb-quota category.

This year, the IITs had
allowed a 4.5% sub-quota with-
in the 27% seats reserved for
other backward classes (OBC)
— the non-creamy layer — OBC
(NCL).

The 4.5% sub-quota reserved
for minorities in IIT selection
was on May 28 merged in the
OBC category after the judg-
ment of the Andhra Pradesh
high court squashed the
sub-quota provision,

THE MERGER OF SUB-
QUOTA IN THE OBC
CATEGORY COULD
INDIRECTLY BENEFIT

“Those shortlisted in the
minority sub-quota have been
merged in the OBC category.
Under such a case, it is possi-
ble that someone who gets a
rank over 3000 may not get a
good branch or something not
of his choice, We had therefore
advised these students to widen
their choice for courses so that
a seat in IIT is ensured,” said
Dr GB Reddy, organising chair-
person, IIT-JEE 2012,

Sources said the merger of
sub-quota category in the OBC
category, could indirectly
benefit candidates of OBC cat-
egory.

There were a total of 445
seats for sub-quota category but
only 325 candidates could be
shortlisted.

As many as 2,613 seats were
reserved for OBCs.

Nearly 500,000 candidates
had appeared for the IIT-JEE
this year.

The results were announced
on May 18. Counselling for short-
listed candidates had closed on
June 10, A shortlisted candidate
rued over the development and
said: “I was celebrating when
my result came. Today, I have
no hope.”
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Building human capital

The government needs to make investment in education a prlorfty,
and also ensure a proportionate learnmg outcome

D. S. ChHEEMA
I : DUCATION is a solution to several

problems India faces today, and these
problems are bound to get aggravated
over time. Not allotting the required funds for
education, and not ensuring optimal use of
such funds, indicates that our policymakers are
not farsighted enough.
Some might argue that our large population is
a majot liability, but there is another side to the

story - the same liability can be turned into a ~

useful asset with suitable inputs. Today, our
greatest asset is our human resource, especial-
ly the large number of youth. However, it is
unfortunate that the majority of the youth are
uneducated, unskilled, unemployed or under-
employed even after 65 years of effort, and we
are unable to exploit their full potential for

' nation-building. Had India given the required

priority to primary and secondary education
immediately after Independence, it would have
arrested the population explosion more effec-
tively, and thereby avoided many other prob-
lems flowing from high population.

Also, we have attached much greater impor-
tance to building physical capital, such as steel
mills, dams, shopping malls, etc., than to build-
ing human capital. It is no one’s case that these
are not important; the important point is about
the relative importance that is given to one over
the other. Professor John K. Galbraith, a well-

known economist and US Ambassador to India -

(1961-63), who was awarded the Padma Vib-
hushan by the Government of India in 2002,

. quotes Prof Theodore Schultz, a Nobel Prize-

winner in Economics in 1979, that outlays on
investment in education yield a higher return
than on physical capital, “To look at education

. as a form of consumption is to risk assigning it

unduly low priority.”

Therefore, the Central government should
should allocate more funds for education in the
Union Budget. One must remember that like
any other investment, investment in education
can also yield benefits over a pericd of time.
The decision of investment of any type by indi-
viduals, groups or nations demands detailed
planning based on cost-benefit analysis. Return,
on investinent, in the case of education, would
be in terms. of better outcome for students,
Unfortunately, in our system, more money

Investing more In education
becormnes all the more Important
when one realises that we have a
huge number of professionals
whose contribution is not what Is
expected of good scientists,

engineers, managers, etc.

pumped in education does not get translated into
better pass-outs from schools, collcges and
professional institutions.

For instance, the budget for India’s flagship
scheme for primary education, Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan, has touched Rs 21,000 crore in 2010-
11 as compared to approximately Rs 7,000 crore
in 2005-06. However, basic learning outcomes
have beome lower rather than going up, as
would be expected. (Annul Status of Education
Report: ASER 2011).

If the measurement of learning outcomes
shows all is not well, something needs to be
done to improve the system. But it is to be seen
what can be done if it is because of the teacher
being professionally dishonest. The fact which

cannot be brushed under the carpet is that _

unlike the ancient times, teaching is now either
a vocation or a profession. In such a scenario,

. attracting and retaining talented teachers is a big .

challenge. In fact, retention of talented teach-
ers is a strategic tool to drive performance of
educational institutions that provide a distinct

competitive advantage, The traditional view

“ that a fat pay packet is essential to retain talent

is no more valid. It is hoped that the government
recognises this crisis in learning and will take
urgent steps towards making expenditure on
education more effective in terms of learning
outcomes.

Investing more in education becomes all the
more important when one realises that we have
a huge number of professionals whose contri-
bution is not what is expected of good scientists,
engineers, managers, etc, Our future require-
ment is for a large number of such profession-
als who have the ability to compete with those
in China, US and other developed countries.
Investment in people must be done in a long-
term perspective. A Chinese proverb, which lays
emphasis on this aspect of human development,
rightly says, “If you want prosperity for one
year, grow grain. If you want prosperity for 10
years, grow tress. If you want prosperity for 100
years, grow people,” How can any nation ‘grow
people’ without investing in education?
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